
Panache

“A Stylish new Model”

1750
Words and pictures by Vince Warriner
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A
ustral Marine in Durban have 
been building boats for over 
20 years and their craft have 
long been the benchmark by 

which other manufacturers measure 
themselves, so it comes as no surprise 
to find that they’ve done it again with the 
Panache* 1750 waterski outfit!

Bill Harrison of Natal Caravans and 
Marine invited me to review this new 
model, and as a dealer for Austral 
Marine, he seemed really excited to 
show off his boat. We made our way 
from their Pinetown premises to Inanda 
Dam near Hillcrest in KwaZulu-Natal to 
see exactly what this package entails.

Conditions for test
We were pleased to find the dam picture-
perfect at 07h30 on the morning, with 
blue skies and calm, flat water. The 
dam level had dropped a little since our 
previous visit a couple of months earlier 
but this wasn’t enough to hinder the 
launching of the Panache.

General impression
First impressions really do count and 
the Panache definitely appeals with her 
dark-blue sides, white hull (foam-filled) 
and deck. This model is basically a 
restyled, shorter version of the Panache 
1950. Her wide beam (2.27m), deep 
stern and large swept-back windscreen 
create a solid chunky appearance, while 
the boat appears longer than her 5.35 
metres. With her many features, great 
design and fine finish, she really does 
look classy.
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Launching and trailering
While towing the Panache to our review 
site, we barely felt her weight behind the 
3-litre double cab Nissan diesel, despite 
the winding road through picturesque 
KZN. The galvanized trailer is braked, 
and comes complete with a winding 
jockey wheel that folds alongside the 
frame of the trailer when not in use 
– much like the imported boats that 
come from overseas manufacturers. A 
useful feature in the front of the trailer 
is the way in which the tow hitch folds 
back on itself for storage purposes thus 
reducing the overall length of the trailer. 
No need to cut holes in your garage door 
to make it fit!

Deck layout
Most expected features were all 
present and correct. A combination 
bow light is to be found on the deck up 
front, and a removable white nightlight 
fits into a socket at the rear for those 
late evening cruises (or fishing). An 
attractive stainless steel ski wing is 
fitted ahead of the engine-well but still 
allows one to easily pull ski ropes back 
into the boat when needed.

The pilot seat is conveniently placed 
on a swivel base which is ideal for the 
skipper’s mobility – should he wish 
to look behind him or converse with 
others inside the cockpit. The seating 
is L-shaped across the back of the boat 
and runs along the inside of the gunnel – 
right up to the windscreen and forward 
console.

A new innovation is a flip-up cushion 
(which is secured with a locking pin) 
at the console-end of the seating, and 
hey presto – you have a co-pilot’s seat! 
In front of this area is a cubbyhole 
for storing all those small items that 
can otherwise be mislaid. The rear 
seat hides plenty of storage space 
underneath and the backrest is made 
out of fibreglass – surely a first in this 
industry. The upholstery is stapled to the 
fibreglass with stainless steel staples, 
incidentally.

There is a wide, spacious ski hatch 
found in the centre of the boat for 

Excellent backrest feature folds back into passenger seat or folds down into bench seat.

Stainless steel ski wings adds to the classiness of the white upholstery.

Surely the perfect waterski package. 1750 Panache Bowrider complete with 130HP Yamaha 
outboard motor – ready to launch.
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keeping the deck uncluttered. Your 
skis, lifejackets and ropes are all neatly 
hidden away. The built-in fuel tank has a 
capacity of 105 litres that should provide 
many hours of fun on the water. 

The bow features an additional 
upholstered seat that fits snugly 
between the two bow seats to create a 
comfortable sunbed. This should prove 
popular for entertaining and suntanning 
purposes. There are two sports grab 
handles and drink holders fitted nearby.

For greater visibility the high, wide 
and sweptback windscreen has an 
opening centre panel. Two wide swim 
platforms complete the package, along 
with a folding stepladder on the port 
side that allows easy access in and out 
of the water.

Motor and controls
Natal Caravans and Marine opted to fit 
a 130 HP Yamaha motor instead of the 
usual 115 HP, this motor with power 
trim, is the four-cylinder, 1730cc unit. 
It’s connected to a 19-pitch propeller 
that seemed well matched to the 
powerhouse, and ideal for getting the 
boat onto the plane.

The control box is a side-mount fixture 
fitting neatly into the upholstered side 
coaming next to the pilot’s seat. The 
ignition key and choke switch are on 
the dash, as are the Yamaha digital 
tachometer and speedometer, and 
switch panel which accommodates 
optional extras such as a hooter, etc.

Handling
On opening the throttle the power of 
the motor was obvious as she hopped 
onto the plane quickly. I reviewed the 
boat without passengers, and when 
cornering hard after trimming the motor 
out a touch in the dead ahead position, I 
did have to trim back a little due to a nip 
of cavitation. Extra passenger weight 
might eliminate this, but discussing it 
with the factory bods later that day, it 
was agreed that most drivers prefer to 
play with the trim, anyway.

The Teleflex steering wheel was 
comfortable to the touch and the 

Removable bow cushion creates a large sun tanning area.

LEFT: Well laid out instrument console with ignition key fitted in the dash.
RIGHT: Spacious and easily accessible ski locker accommodates skis, ropes, flags and more.
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hydraulic steering system was smooth 
and light. I pushed her towards full 
throttle (71 km/h), with the rev counter at 
6,000 rpm – which was optimal. I piloted 
as if I was towing a slalom skier, and as I 
turned into my own wake, the solid hull 
barely shuddered when moving back 
into the chopped-up water.

We had invited a skiing enthusiast, 
Julia Kruger, to come along and ski. She 
really enjoyed the quick and effortless 

pull-out and she mentioned how smooth 
the low wake was to ski across. There 
was little evidence of any hull noise, but 
with the boat weighing 590 kg – and 
being foam-filled – one would not expect 
to – especially in this class of boat.

Conclusion
There is no doubt that this new model 
will do well in the market place and 
seems well priced at R185 995. 

For further information contact 
Bill Harrison at Natal Caravans and 
Marine at (031) 702 7291 or email  
info@natalcaravans.co.za.

*Panache means to swagger, strut, or 
show off. Something you won’t be able 
to help once you own one!

V-shaped hull holds a steady course in all conditions.

At a glance

LOA: 5.35m
Beam: 2.27m
Hull: foam-filled
Weight (dry): 590 kg
Maximum persons: 9
Fuel capacity: 105 litres
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